SCENE IV
The same. A street.

Enter GRATIANO, LORENZO, SALERIO, AND SOLARIO.

LORENZO

We will sneek away at suppertime. We will disguise ourselves at my house and return, all within one hour.

GRATIANO

We haven’t made good enough preparations.

SALERIO

We haven’t spoken about torchbearers.

SOLANIO

This is an ugly business. Unless we can arrange something quickly it is better that we not do it at all.

LORENZO
It is now only four o’clock. We have two hours to prepare.

Enter LAUNCELOT, with a letter

Launcelot, what news do you have?

LAUNCELOT

If you open this letter, you will see.

LORENZO

I know this handwriting, it was written by a beautiful hand. The hand is whiter than the paper on which the letter is written.

GRATIANO

News about love?

LORENZO
If you will permit me to read it.

LAUNCELOT
I am going to invite my old master, Shylock, to go and have dinner with my new Christian master.

LORENZO

Take these coins: tell gentle Jessica that I will not disappoint her. Say it to her privately. Go, gentlemen,

Exit Launcelot

Will you go and prepare for the masks tonight? I have a torch bearer.

SOLANIO

I am going right away.

SALERIO

So am I.

LORENZO

Meet me at Gratianio’s place, an hour from now.

SALERIO

It sounds good. We will.

Exeunt SALERIO and SOLANIO

GRATIANO

Wasn’t that letter from Jessica?

LORENZO

I must tell you everything. She has told me how I must take her from her father’s house. What gold and jewels she will take with her and which men’s clothing she would be wearing. If the Jew ever goes to heaven it will be for his daughter’s sake. May she never do anything terribly wrong. If she does may it be because she is the daughter of a Jew who doesn’t believe. Come with me, and read this as you go. Fair Jessica will carry my torch tonight.

Exeunt
